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Abstract. Impedance and phase measurements on a Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 sandwiched-structure
thin-film device 0.8µm thick were carried out at room temperature as a function of frequency
in the range 0.1 Hz–1.0 MHz under dark and visible-light environments (0–64.8 mW cm−2).
A thorough impedance analysis was carried out using two types of equivalent-circuit model
to explain the observed AC behaviour. One of these models utilizes the classical concept
of interfacial space-charge polarization based on the Maxwell–Wagner two-layer capacitor
system, whereas the other takes into consideration the physical meaning of a Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2

optoelectronic device. The latter model has been invoked to calculate the individual electrical,
photoelectric and dielectric parameters of the Pb2CrO5. The results of such an analysis enable
us to deduce a value for the room-temperature volume dark resistivityρd of the Pb2CrO5

material equal to 2.6× 109 � cm. Furthermore, these results confirm that the photoconduction
phenomenon in Pb2CrO5 is due to semiconductivity with the photoconductivityσphot varying
with light intensityF according to the generally accepted experimental power law of the form
σphot ∝ Fm, with m = 0.7(±5%). The relative dielectric constantκ of this semi-insulating
material has been found, for the first time, to have a value of 14.9, irrespective of the illumination
level. On the other hand, the electrical, photoelectric and dielectric properties associated with
the Au–Pb2CrO5 contact, which is probably responsible for the low-frequency dispersion in the
device, were found to have a large influence on its overall AC characteristics and this has been
attributed to interfacial space-charge effects which seem to be enhanced by illumination.

1. Introduction

The electrical properties of the surface and interfacial layers of dielectric specimens are often
different from those of the bulk of the material. These differences are often attributable
to contact effects between the electrodes and the specimen [1–18]. The phenomenon is
important both from the view-point of the measurement and interpretation of the electrical
and dielectric properties of dielectrics and from the view-point of the application of
these materials in engineering practice. For some applications, it is not only the bulk
electrical properties of the dielectric material which are significant, but also the properties
of the surface and interfacial layers where contacts are made from metallic components.
Knowledge of contact and interfacial effects enables a combination of electrodes and
dielectric to be chosen such that the results of measurements of the electrical properties
are only a little different from the internal properties of the dielectric.

For thin dielectric and semiconductor specimens, contact effects have a greater influence
on the properties of the combination of metallic electrode–dielectric–metallic electrode
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than they have for thick specimens, and the difference between measured properties
and internal properties becomes correspondingly more significant. These effects have
become of practical significance as electrical or microelectronic devices usually incorporate
integrated-circuit combinations such as metal–insulator–metal, metal–semiconductor–metal
and similar thin-film arrangements [4–19]. In general, these thin-film systems usually
involve inhomogeneous parts brought about by structural changes and/or by the creation of
surface layers caused by the absorption of atoms, ions or electrons from the surroundings.
Thus, electrode and interfacial space-charge effects become important and operative in
such systems and can sometimes lead to electrical and dielectric performance of these
structures that will be dependent on the applied external agents such as DC-biasing
conditions, specimen thickness, illumination, and the frequency or amplitude of the AC
signal used. This often renders reliable measurements of electrical and/or dielectric
properties of the interior of the specimen difficult to obtain and makes their interpretations
more complex.

A powerful customary experimental method which has been invoked to investigate
the AC behaviour of such electrical-circuit combinations is the use of AC-impedance
spectroscopy techniques [10–14, 20–25]. The results of these AC methods are often analysed
and interpreted by adopting a proper equivalent-circuit model as such an approach usually
enables one to separate the influence of the electrode and interfacial effects from the inherent
bulk properties of the device under investigation. In general, one cannot find a universal
type of equivalent-circuit model that describes the electrical AC behaviour of all dielectric
systems, and even an individual one can only be assumed to be a simplified representation
and/or to achieve a specific interpretation of the experimental results. The electrical-circuit
models based on the conventional Maxwell–Wagner (MW) two-layer capacitor system
[3–6] or those considering the physical meaning of an electrical or optoelectronic device
[10–14,21–25] are sometimes applicable and informative. We have adopted the MW model
as well as a specific physical model of the latter type to describe the structure of our device
and its overall electrical and dielectric properties as will be discussed later.

One of the important and attractive materials that has recently received considerable
attention for use in photoconductors and microelectronic optical devices in the ultraviolet and
visible regions of the spectrum is Pb2CrO5 [15–19, 26–31]. Pb2CrO5, in the system PbO–
chromium oxide [32, 33], is described as a dielectric material because of its centrosymmetry
in the C2/m space group. This material has been found to have a wide band-gap
energyEg(∼ 2.1–2.3 eV), a large absorption coefficientα ∼ 104–105 cm−1 and a high
photoresponse speed in this spectral region. Thin films of this material were considered to
be more informative and suitable for integration of photosensor elements than specimens
in the ceramic form. Structural, optical and electrical studies on various forms of Pb2CrO5

specimens have revealed that most of the physical properties of the fabricated Pb2CrO5

devices depend on the conditions of the sample preparation and/or electrode arrangements.
So far, thin films of Pb2CrO5 have been produced by the electron-beam evaporation (EBE)
deposition techniques and were found to give the best electrical performance and possess
crystallized structures similar to that of the bulk Pb2CrO5 material when prepared at substrate
temperaturesTs in the range 100–150◦C and annealed at temperatures between 400 and
500◦C [26, 27].

Regarding the AC behaviour of and photoconduction phenomenon in the Pb2CrO5 thin-
film devices, not much work has been done and only a few detailed analyses of these
electrical properties have been carried out. Moreover, universal values of the relative
dielectric constantκ and the room-temperature volume dark resistivityρd of Pb2CrO5 have
not yet been reported and are not well established. To achieve such a goal we should give
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further consideration to the analysis of the electrical and dielectric properties of annealed
thin-film devices of this semi-insulating material.

It is the purpose of this study to utilize the above-mentioned types of equivalent-
circuit models to discuss and analyse the frequency dependence of the complex-impedance
data of a Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 sandwiched-structure thin-film device prepared under optimum
conditions with the device being placed in the dark and in various visible-light environments.
The analysis will also be used to deduce representative values for the volume dark resistivity
and the relative dielectric constant of the Pb2CrO5 material at room temperature.

2. Experimental details

The geometrical details of the Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 sandwiched-structure thin-film device
investigated in this work are shown in figure 1. One side of the Pyrex glass was coated with
a Sb-doped SnO2 transparent film which serves as one electrical electrode for the device.
A Pb2CrO5 film 0.8 µm thick was deposited on the SnO2 film at a substrate temperature
Ts = 110◦C by RF magnetron sputtering with a 50 mbar Ar working gas pressure. The RF
power for sputtering was 100 W. The distance between the glass substrate and the Pb2CrO5

ceramic target used as the source material was 25 mm. After the deposition, the as-deposited

Figure 1. Details of the geometrical structure of the Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 thin-film device: (a) side
view; (b) top view.
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film was annealed atTa = 450◦C for 10 h in air to achieve crystallization of the obtained
Pb2CrO5 film [18–21]. An Au film 30 nm thick was selected to serve as the top electrical
electrode.

The crystallization features of the annealed Pb2CrO5 thin film have been confirmed by
the x-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns of the above-described as-deposited and annealed thin
films and these are shown in figure 2. The x-ray source was Cu-Kα radiation at 40 kV
and a current of 20 mA. These XRD patterns suggest that the as-deposited film is in the
amorphous state, whereas the appearance of the sharp peaks in the case of the annealed
Pr2CrO5 film is an indication of crystallization of the film as a result of the annealing
treatment. Moreover, the XRD pattern of this annealed film is similar to those reported for
Pb2CrO5 bulk material and similar annealed Pb2CrO5 thin films produced by EBE deposition
methods [17, 18, 26, 27].

Figure 2. XRD patterns of Pb2CrO5 thin films for (a) an as-deposited film at a substrate
temperature of 110◦C and (b) a film annealed at 450◦C.

The complex impedanceZ(jω) of an electrical device at an angular frequencyω of
the applied AC signal is expressed asZ(jω) = Z′(ω) − jZ′′(ω), whereZ′(ω) andZ′′(ω)
are the real and imaginary parts, respectively, of the complex impedance. In general, AC
impedance methods enable one to measure the phase angleθ(ω) = tan−1{Z′′(ω)/Z′(ω)}
and the complex-impedance magnitude|[Z(jω)]| = {[Z′(ω)]2 + [Z′′(ω)]2}1/2 of the device
under investigation. Two types of experimental arrangement were used to measure these
quantities for the Pb2CrO5 thin-film device of this work as a function of frequency in the
range 0.1 Hz–1.0 MHz and these are represented by the schematic diagrams in figures 3(a)
and 3(b). Since the device impedance is high in the low-frequency region, the measuring
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circuit in figure 3(a) has been used for the impedance and phase measurements at frequencies
between 0.1 Hz and 1 kHz. This experimental set-up incorporates a high-input impedance
J-FET operational amplifier (type PMI OP-43EJ), an HP 8165 A oscillator and a digital
oscilloscope (LeCroy 9314 L). The uncertainties in the measured values of the complex-
impedance magnitude|[Z(jω)]meas |, and phase angle [θ(ω)]meas were better than 3% and
2.5% respectively, at frequencies below 100 Hz but highly improved at higher frequencies.
In the frequency range 200 Hz–1.0 MHz, where the device has a low impedance and thus
measurements can be carried out using most commercial vector impedance meters, we have
used an HP 4192 A impedance analyser to obtain|[Z(jω)]meas |, and [θ(ω)]meas for the
device using the set-up in figure 3(b). The results obtained by both methods were in good
agreement, within the accuracy of the measurements, for the frequencies between 100 Hz
and 1 kHz. The peak-to-peak voltageVpp of the applied AC signal was 2.82 mV, which
corresponds to an electric field of 3.525 kV mm−1 that is well below the field of instability
and/or breakdown in Pb2CrO5 thin-film devices [15, 17].

Figure 3. Experimental arrangements for impedance and phase measurements in the frequency
ranges (a) 0.1 Hz–1 kHz and (b) 200 Hz–1 MHz.

The measurements of the complex-impedance magnitude and phase angle were carried
out at room temperature with the device either being placed under dark conditions or being
illuminated with white light produced by a tungsten–halogen lamp (Sylvania JCP; 100 V;
650 W). The maximum photoresponse of Pb2CrO5 is often achieved in the visible spectral
range between 500 and 600 nm. The light beam was incident and focused upon the upper
Au electrode of the device, and the intensity of the falling light was varied and monitored
between 0 and 64.8 mW cm−2.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 4. Frequency dependences of (a) the magnitude and (b) the phase of the device
impedance:1, measured results under dark conditions; O, measured results under a light
intensity of 64.8 mW cm−2.

3. Experimental results and discussion

Figures 4(a) and 4(b) show the frequency dependences of the measured complex-impedance
magnitude|[Z(ω)]meas |, and phase angle [θ(ω)]meas respectively, produced by our Pb2CrO5

thin-film device at room temperature under a dark environment and for a light intensity of
64.8 mW cm−2. At high frequency (105 Hz or higher), the device impedance is reduced to
a low constant value of about 2.5 k�, regardless of the intensity of the light illuminating
the device. At low frequencies (below 20 Hz), the device impedance tends to saturate
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Figure 5. The equivalent circuits used for impedance analysis of the Au/Pb2CrO5SnO2 device
based on (a) the MW two-layer capacitor model and (b) a model that incorporates the physical
meaning of an optoelecronic device.

at a high constant value with|[Z(ω)]meas | ' 3 × 107 � in the dark case and about
107 � when the light intensity was 64.8 mW cm−2. These data suggest that the device
is acting as a purely resistive element at the extreme frequencies as can also be seen
from the corresponding values of the measured phase angle (i.e. [θ(ω)]meas → 0◦). In
the intermediate-frequency region, however, the device impedance is a strongly decreasing
function of increasing frequency, indicating that the capacitive part of the device becomes
more operative. Moreover, the phase angle of the device increases from [θ(ω)]meas = 0◦

at the lowest frequencies towards negative values as the frequency increases and passes
through a minimum([θ(ω)]meas ' −90◦) at a frequency of about 4 kHz; after this it starts
to rise again towards [θ(ω)]meas = 0◦ with further increase in the frequency.

The overall observed AC behaviour of the Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 thin-film device of the
present study can be understood if we visualize this device as composed of a Au/Pb2CrO5

contact and a bulk Pb2CrO5 film whose electrical and dielectric properties are not the same
and are dominant in different frequency regions. Such a device can be described by the
use of the MW two-layer capacitor model [3–6], in which the permittivityε1 and electrical
resistivity ρ1 of the metallic–dielectric interface of the device are often represented by a
parallelR1C1 combination connected in series with another parallelR2C2 network for the
dielectric bulk material having a different permittivityε2 and a different electrical resistivity
ρ2. These parallel networks are connected to a series resistanceRs of the film electrodes
as depicted in figure 5(a). The complex impedance of this two-layer capacitor system in
figure 5(a) can be written as

ZMW(jω) = Z′MW(ω)− jZ′′MW(ω) (1a)

and the corresponding phase angle [θ(ω)]MW is given by

[θ(ω)]MW = tan−1{Z′′MW(ω)/Z′MW(ω)} (1b)
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where the real and imaginary parts ofZMW(jω) are expressed as

Z′MW(ω) = RS + R1/[1+ (ωR1C1)
2] + R2/[1+ (ωR2C2)

2] (1c)

and

Z′′MW(ω) = ωR2
1C1/[1+ (ωR1C1)

2] + ωR2
2C2/[1+ (ωR2C2)

2] (1d)

The observed|[Z(jω)]meas |–ω and [θ(ω)]meas–ω curves can be monitored by the use of
the above equations of the MW equivalent-circuit model where the value of|[Z(jω)]meas |
becomes independent of frequency(∼RS) at the high frequencies and saturates at
|[Z(ω)]meas | ∼ RS + R1 + R2 at the lowest frequencies used. The individual values
of the various electrical-circuit parameters of this equivalent circuit have been evaluated
over the entire frequency range studied from a thorough fitting analysis of these equations
to the measured values of|[Z(ω)]meas | and [θ(ω)]meas for different light intensities.
Typical results of the calculated values of these parameters are shown in table 1 and
the fitted values of|Z(ω)| and θ(ω) obtained using the MW equivalent-circuit model
are represented in figures 6–9 by the solid curves for the dark case and for a light
intensity of 64.8 mW cm−2. The experimental results appear to be consistent with the
predictions of the MW theory. Furthermore, the electrical and/or dielectric parameters of the
investigated Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 thin-film device are obviously influenced by the formation
of the Au/Pb2CrO5 interface and the associated space-charge effects which seem to be
enhanced when the device is illuminated with visible light. It can be noted here that the
visible light falling on the Au electrode will generate free electrons in the region of the Au
film owing to the light absorption as the light energy hν > 8BN , where8BN ' 2.04 eV
is the barrier height for a Au–Pb2CrO5 contact [17]. Moreover, the light transmitted to the
Pb2CrO5 film will be absorbed near this interface as this light also has an energy hν > Eg
and the absorption coefficient of this material is high enough in the visible region of the
spectrum. As a result, space-charge effects at such an interface become important. In view
of the MW phenomena, this is usually expressed in terms of a frequency-dependent apparent
dielectric constant which is always accompanied by large AC losses [3–6].

In order to evaluate the individual electrical, photoelectric and dielectric circuit
parameters of the Pb2CrO5 bulk-film of the device and its Au–Pb2CrO5 interface, we propose
a specific equivalent-circuit model, referred to here as the physical model, based on the
circuit network shown in figure 5(b), which has been presumed to describe the overall AC
behaviour of a practical opto-electronic device. According to this model, the Au–Pb2CrO5

contact is represented by a parallelRjCj combination in series with the bulk resistance
Rb of the Pb2CrO5 thin film. This RjCj–Rb network is shunted by a parallel capacitance
Cb = κC0, whereC0 is the geometrical capacitance of the empty condenser between the Au
and SnO2 electrodes andκ is the relative dielectric constant of the Pb2CrO5 bulk film. The
whole circuit of the Au–Pb2CrO5 interface and the Pb2CrO5 film is connected in series with
RS . The complex-impedance magnitude|Z(jω)| and the phase angleθ(ω) corresponding
to this equivalent-circuit model can be found in terms ofZ′(ω) andZ′′(ω) given by

Z′(ω) = RS + Z1(ω)/Z2(ω) (2a)

and

Z′′(ω) = Z3(ω)/Z2(ω) (2b)

where the functionsZ1(ω), Z2(ω) andZ3(ω) are expressed by

Z1(ω) = Rb(ωRjCj )2+ (Rb + Rj) (2c)

Z2(ω) = {1− [ωRjCj ][ωRbCb]}2+ [ωRjCj + ωCb(Rb + Rj)]2 (2d)

Z3(ω) = (Rb + Rj)[ωRjCj + ωCb(Rb + Rj)] + [(ωR2
bCb)(ωRjCj )

2− ωRbRjCj ]. (2e)



Impedance analysis of AC behaviour of Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 3617

Figure 6. Frequency dependence of the impedance magnitude|Z(ω)| of the device in the dark:◦, measured data. The calculated values of|Z(ω)| obtained from the equivalent-circuit models
of figure 5(a) (——) and figure 5(b) (- - - -) arealso shown.

Figure 7. Frequency dependence of the impedance magnitude|Z(ω)| of the device when
illuminated with a light intensity of 64.8 mW cm−2: ◦, measured data. The calculated values of
|Z(ω)| obtained from the equivalent-circuit models of figure 5(a) (——) and figure 5(b) (- - - -)
are also depicted.

It is obvious that the frequency and/or illumination dependences of|Z(jω)| and θ(ω)
described by equations (2a)–(2e) are too involved but, however, reduce eventually to the
appropriate values at the low- and high-frequency extremes. A detailed fitting analysis of
the experimental data of the impedance magnitude and phase angle to these equations has
been carried out over the entire frequency range for all the illumination levels used in the
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Figure 8. Frequency dependence of the phase angleθ(ω) produced by the device in the dark:◦, measured data. The calculated values ofθ(ω) obtained from the equivalent-circuit models
of figure 5(a) (——) and figure 5(b) (- - - -) arealso shown.

Figure 9. Frequency dependence of the phase angleθ(ω) produced by the device when
illuminated with a light intensity of 64.8 mW cm−2: ◦, measured data. The calculated values
of θ(ω) obtained from the equivalent-circuit models of figure 5(a) (——) and figure 5(b) (- - - -)
are also shown.

study. Some representative results of these calculations are also demonstrated in figures 6–9
as broken curves and summarized in table 2 for the dark case and for an illumination level
of 64.8 mW cm−2. The agreement between the experimental data and the fitted results
obtained using the proposed physical model of figure 5(b) sounds rather reasonable. It is
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also noted from table 2 that the bulk resistanceRb of the Pb2CrO5 film decreases when
the device is illuminated. The effect of illumination on this resistance is demonstrated
in figure 10, where the bulk conductanceGb = 1/Rb has been plotted against the light
intensity. Since the Pb2CrO5 material belongs to the C2/m space group with a centre of
symmetry, these results confirm that the photoconduction phenomenon in Pb2CrO5 is due
to semiconductivity as a result of the photogeneration of electron–hole pairs in the film of
Pb2CrO5 upon the absorption of the visible light having energyhν > Eg.

Figure 10. The behaviour of the deduced values of the reciprocal 1/Rb of the resistance of the
Pb2CrO5 film with light intensity: ——, smooth curve through these values.

Using the deduced value of the dark bulk resistanceRb(dark) for the Pb2CrO5 film and
its dimensions, we have evaluated a value for the room-temperature volume dark resistivity
ρd for the Pb2CrO5 material asρd ' 2.6 × 109 � cm. This value can be categorized
to be between the resistivities of semiconductors and dielectrics. On the other hand, the
Pb2CrO5 film capacitanceCb was found to be independent of the illumination level with a
value of about 955 pF. Using this value together with the calculated value of the geometrical
capacitanceCo = 64.05 pF of the empty condenser, we have determined, for the first time, a
value for the relative dielectric constant of Pb2CrO5: κ = Cb/Co ' 14.9. However, both the
conductanceGj(= 1/Rj ) and the capacitanceCj associated with the Au–Pb2CrO5 interface
were found to be strongly increasing functions of the intensity of the light illuminating
the device as one can see from table 2 and figures 11 and 12, a behaviour attributed to
space-charge effects at the interface which appear to be enhanced by illumination.

The actual change in the bulk conductanceGb due to illumination, defined as1Gb(F ) =
Gb(illum)−Gb(dark), has been found to vary with the light intensityF as

1Gb(F ) ∝ Fm (3)

with m ' 0.7(±5%) and this is demonstrated in figure 13. A similar light intensity
dependence of the photoconductance has been observed in several photosensitive electrical
devices [15–19, 29, 34–39]. On the other hand, the increase in the interfacial conductance
with light intensity, defined as1Gj(F ) = Gj (illum)−Gj (dark), follows equation (3) but
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Figure 11. The dependence of the deduced values of the reciprocal 1/Rj of the resistance of
the Au–Pb2CrO5 contact on the light intensity: ——, smooth curve through these values.

Figure 12. The dependence of the deduced values of the capacitanceCj of the Au–Pb2CrO5

contact on light intensity: ——, smooth curve through these values.

with m ' 1.2(±5%) as can be seen from the plot in figure 13. Many theoretical models
have been put forward to explain the photoconduction phenomena in dielectric materials
[40–50]. In general, most of these models presume that trapping and recombination centres
present in a specimen and/or the distribution of the associated energy levels play a major
role in the mechanism of its photoconduction but, in principle, the results of such models
are too involved. Nevertheless, it is generally accepted that the photoconductivityσphot can
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Figure 13. The dependences of the determined values of the photoconductances1Gb(F ) =
Gb(illum)−Gb(dark) of the Pb2CrO5 film and 1Gj (F ) = Gj (illum)−Gj (dark) of the Au–
Pb2CrO5 contact on the light intensity F: ——, regression fits to the appropriate data;•, 1Gb(F ); slope of 0.7;N, 1Gj (F ), slope of 1.2.

be expressed by a power-law dependence on the light intensity of the form

σphot ∝ Fγ (4)

where the numerical exponentγ is governed by the nature and purity of the specimen under
investigation and the strength of the illumination level via the appropriate recombination or
generation mechanisms. The observed values ofγ often lie in the range 0.5–1.0, although
some variations inσphot with light intensity have been reported to be superlinear (i.e.γ > 1).

4. Conclusions

A Au/Pb2CrO5/SnO2 sandwiched-structure thin-film device has been produced by the use of
RF magnetron sputtering technique and heat treated at a substrate temperatureTs = 110◦C
and an annealing temperatureTa = 450◦C. The device has been investigated from a
structural point of view and from the viewpoint of its electrical, photoelectric and dielectric
performance as a thin-film photoconducting element. The XRD patterns confirm that the
structure of this annealed film specimen involves diffraction peaks similar to those of the
bulk material and other thin films produced by the EBE deposition techniques. Impedance
measurements on this device in the frequency range 0.1 Hz–1.0 MHz under dark and
illumination conditions indicate that the device structure and its electrical and dielectric
properties are largely influenced and changed by the formation of the Au–Pb2CrO5 contact
where interfacial space-charge effects become significant. A thorough analysis of the
impedance data by the use of both the MW two-layer capacitor system and an equivalent-
circuit model that considers the physical meaning of a practical optical device enables
us to determine some new characteristic physical parameters for the Pb2CrO5 material
such as the volume dark resistivityρd and its relative dielectric constantκ. The deduced
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room-temperature values of the dark-resistivityρd and κ were 2.6× 109 � cm and 14.9,
respectively. Illumination of the device through the Au-film electrode does not affect
the dielectric constant of the Pb2CrO5 bulk film while it renders the film material more
conductive, a behaviour ascribed to the photogeneration of electron–hole pairs in the bulk
of this centrosymmetric dielectric. The bulk photoconductance of the film has been found
to vary with light intensityF as 1Gb(F ) ∝ F 0.7, in good agreement with theoretical
predictions and other observations in many dielectric solids. On the other hand, electrode
and interfacial space-charge polarization effects were found to be important and sometimes
strongly influence the electrical performance of the device. These effects often manifest
themselves in the behaviour of the associated electrical parameters with frequency and/or
illumination, which seems to enhance them.
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